Infectious cerebral amyloidosis: clinical spectrum, risks and remedies.
The clinical and pathological features of the NIH series of 209 transmitted cases of sporadic Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (CJD) are compared with familial and iatrogenic forms of spongiform encephalopathy. Real or potential risk factors are noted, including animal sources such as scrapie and BSE, iatrogenic sources such as homografts and cadaveric tissue extracts, and genetic defects in the chromosome 20 amyloid precursor gene. The paper concludes with a discussion of the means by which such risks may be minimized.